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Preface to the First
Edition

This book grew out of a semantics course taught at the second-year level in the
general Arts or Sciences bachelor’s degree at the University of Canterbury, New
Zealand. Most of the students are studying linguistics or philosophy as a major
subject, but they also come from a number of other fields in the humanities,
physical sciences or professional studies. They generally have taken an intro-
ductory course in either linguistics or philosophy.

A mixed undergraduate class in semantics presents the dilemma of deciding
what to do about the conceptual and notational complexity of formal theories.
A detailed formalization procedure is not of the greatest interest to many of the
students, and if the full formal apparatus is used, it isn’t possible to introduce
more than a limited range of data. If a very limited range of data is covered,
this leaves a gap in the linguistics programme, particularly for the teaching of
syntax, where some acquaintance with semantic issues is increasingly useful
and important. The aim of this book is to introduce a wider range of topics in
formal semantics with a limited formal apparatus.

Chapters 1—4 are introductory to the rest of the book, but a selection can
be made from the remaining chapters. There are several themes that could
be followed: Chapters 4—6 cover NP interpretation and Chapters 8—10 cover
events and thematic roles. Verbal and nominal aspect is covered in sections of
Chapters 6 and 7 and Chapter 9.

The text is intended to be used as a coursebook, accompanied by lectures
on the topics covered and by discussion of the exercises. This book is not a
‘teach yourself” text for private, unassisted study. The exercises included are of
varying difficulty — some are for basic review and are suitable for private revi-
sion, but the more demanding of exercises may best be used as the basis of class
discussion sessions.

As always, students are urged to also read other introductions to semantics
which take a different approach.




